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AIM OF THE EXHIBITION THIS REPORT

The Pop Up Exhibition was organised by the Aylesbury 
Garden Town team, and supported by members of the 
masterplanning team, appointed to deliver the vision and 
draft Masterplan for Aylesbury Garden Town.  
 
The aim of the December 2018 Pop Up Exhibition was to 
introduce the Aylesbury Garden Town project to the wider 
public, and gather initial local feedback on the emerging 
principles and specific key themes that have emerged as 
relevant through previous engagement. 

The main focus of this report is to cover the findings of the 
three day Pop Up Exhibition event, presenting information 
received from residents through the feedback forms, post it 
notes, comments and conversations.    

Findings have been analysed and themed and presented 
throughout this report, along with the demographics of 
who attended the Pop Up Exhibition. 

The findings of this report will inform the draft Masterplan 
that is currently being developed. It is anticipated that the 
draft Masterplan will be available for public consultation in 
2019. 

Pop Up Exhibition 
6 – 8 December 2018
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EVENT FORMAT

The Pop Up Exhibition was held over three days at Friars 
Square Shopping Centre in Aylesbury’s town centre, 
covering weekdays and a weekend, ensuring as many local 
residents as possible had the opportunity to attend. 

The Pop Up Exhibition was made up of six exhibition 
boards providing an introduction and overview of the 
project so far, the emerging Aylesbury Garden Town 
principles and key themes. People were prompted to 
leave comments via post it notes or leaving sticky dots 
and drawing on the maps. There were also feedback forms 
available for those interested in leaving more detailed 
comments. 

In addition, a large touch screen was also incorporated 
into the Pop Up Exhibition, for residents to access the new 
interactive section of the Aylesbury Garden Town website, 
where they can comment on different locations on a map 
of Aylesbury.  The feedback collected via the interactive 
section is not included in this report as the interactive map 
is still open for comments. 

As well as the main exhibition materials, a ball pit and 
windmill colouring activity were available to young 
children, enabling parents to engage with the project team.  

Members of the project and masterplanning teams were 
present to meet residents, answer questions and note 
feedback. 
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ADVERTISING THE EXHIBITION

The event was advertised through a range of different 
media; 

• A radio campaign on local radio station ‘Mix 96’ and a 
news item ran in their bulletins on the first day of the 
Exhibition

• Posts advertising the event on the Aylesbury Garden 
Town social media sites – Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram

• Flyers were handed out to passers-by at the main 
entrance to the shopping centre each day

• An invite was emailed to all people who had registered 
an interest in the Garden Town through AVDC or AGT 
website (255 people)

• A front page article ran in The Bucks Herald with details 
of the Exhibition



AYLESBURY GARDEN TOWN  POP UP EXHIBITION FINDINGS REPORT

January 2019   5

FEEDBACK RECEIVED

Across the three days, 460 people visited the Exhibition, 
145 comments were shared on post it notes, 62 feedback 
forms were filled in and many conversations were had. 

DAY 1: THURSDAY 6 DECEMBER 2018

DAY 3: SATURDAY 8 DECEMBER 2018

DAY 2: FRIDAY 7 DECEMBER 2018

11am – 5pm
Friars Square Shopping Centre
80 residents attended 

Project Team attendance:

• Ceri Perkins – AGT Team
• Sian McCarthy – AGT Team
• Sally Sharp - AGT Team
• Leonora Grcheva – masterplaning team
• Annie van der Plas - masterplaning team
• Timothy Chan - masterplaning team
• Alexander O’Hare – masterplaning team

11am – 5pm
Friars Square Shopping Centre
200 residents attended 

Project Team attendance:

• Ceri Perkins – AGT Team
• Gabriel Merry – AGT Team
• Leonora Grcheva – masterplaning team
• Annie van der Plas - masterplaning team
• Timothy Chan - masterplaning team

11am – 5pm
Friars Square Shopping Centre
180 residents attended 

Project Team attendance:

• Ceri Perkins – AGT Team
• Sian McCarthy – AGT Team
• Leonora Grcheva – masterplaning team
• Annie van der Plas - masterplaning team
• Timothy Chan - masterplaning team
• Katherine Keyes - masterplaning team
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MAP OF ATTENDEES WHO PROVIDED THEIR POSTCODES AT THE EXHIBITION VIA THE FEEDBACK FORM
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AGE OF RESIDENTS ENGAGED

The pie chart illustrates the age of the 62 residents that 
answered this question in our survey. Almost half of the 
residents who completed feedback forms were aged 
between 25 – 44, perhaps due to the number of parents 
engaging with the project as their children played. A 
further 21% were aged 65 and above. There appeared 
to be a lower representation from those aged 45 to 64 
completing the feedback forms, totalling 8%.   

Prefer not to say
15%

Under 16
5%

65+
21%

35-44
23%

25-34
23%

55-64
3%

45-54
5%

16-24
5%

Age of residents engaged
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2. What do you think makes Aylesbury special?

When asked what makes Aylesbury special, 18% of 
comments related to the community or local people, 
followed closely by historic or heritage features at 17% and 
the natural landscape at 12%.

A bit
44%

Not at all 
25%

Very little 
18%

A lot 
10%

No answer
3%

FEEDBACK FORM FINDINGS

1. How much do you know about Aylesbury Garden 
Town?

44% of respondents knew ‘a bit’ about the Aylesbury 
Garden Town project, while another 25% stated they knew 
nothing at all, and 18% knew very little. Therefore, the Pop-
Up Exhibition introduced the project to a quarter of the 
respondents for the first time.

Community/people 18%

History & heritage features 17%

Natural landscape 12%

Culture - Arts & theatre 10%

Canal & waterside 9%

Services & facilities 9%

Location & transport connections 6%

6%

6%

4%

3%

1%

Nothing

Not applicable

Relaxed atmosphere

Family friendly

Home of the paralympics

SPECIFIC COMMENTS INCLUDED: 

• “Lovely community, rich diversity, good helpful spirit 
and a respect for each other’s differences”

• “The Tudor / Stuart history and the musical history 
puts Aylesbury above any other”

• “Mix of traditional and new buildings and areas. 
Nearby countryside and heritage sites, and areas of 
interest”

• “Diverse mix of people, good location for commuting, 
home of Paralympics”

How much do you know about 
Aylesbury Garden Town?

What do you think makes Aylesbury special?
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3. Do you have any new ideas you would like to see 
incorporated into Aylesbury Garden Town?

The largest proportion of ideas (31%) that residents 
believed could be incorporated as part of the Aylesbury 
Garden Town Masterplan related to improvements to 
the public realm, that being green and open space 
provision and activities or play areas for children and 
young people. This was followed by comments relating to 
sustainable transport solutions (20%), vehicular transport 
improvements (18%) to reduce congestion, and lastly 
improving or enhancing Aylesbury’s town centre (18%). 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS INCLUDED: 

• “Parks with good play equipment for young children”
• “More green space in the centre”
• “Green routes to the town centre from all outlaying 

housing. This would encourage walking / cycling 
into town or across town to work”

• “We need a complete bypass - ring road”
• “Pedestrian friendly around the town and car park 

access to visit the town centre”

Public realm

Sustainable transport

Vehicular transport improvements

Enhanced town centre

Built environment quality

Local economy

Community spirit

31%

20%

18%

18%

8%

4%

3%

Do you have any new ideas you would like to see incorporated into Aylesbury Garden Town?
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4. Is there anything you think could be improved in 
the specific areas of Aylesbury that you spend time in, 
or something new that you would like to see in these 
areas?

The largest number of comments referred equally to the 
public realm (26%) and an enhanced town centre (26%), 
followed by road or vehicular transport improvements 
(14%). Comments again reiterated the desire to preserve 
green space, have improved play activities for children and 
young people, enhancing and revitalising the town centre, 
and addressing congestion and road capacity. The majority 
of respondents did not refer specifically to locations, 
rather stated more general improvements, similar to the 
previous question. However, a number of specific locational 
comments were stated and are highlighted on the right.

SPECIFIC COMMENTS INCLUDED: 

• “We spend a lot of time in Vale Park, but apart from the 
skate park there isn’t much to do with children, but it is 
such a great green space”

• “The Edie Park could be improved”
• “Kingsbury area could benefit from a splash park and 

outdoor sandpit”
• “Make more use of the great space created at the canal 

basin by the theatre”
• “Market Square could have better/more social shops 

and a market that pulls people in (i.e. Thame or 
Berhampsted)”

• “Improve the canal side in the town centre and the 
towpath all the way to Aston Clinton”

• “Thame Road cycle path could be better maintained”
• “The public realm in front of Waitrose should be 

completely redesigned with flower beds/trees and 
seating to make it a showpiece garden”

• “Pedestrianise the shopping spaces and the town 
centre”

26%

26%

Public realm

Enhanced town centre

Vehicular transport improvements

Community spirit

Sustainable transport

Other

Built environment quality

14%

11%

10%

8%

5%

Is there anything you think could be improved in the specific areas of Aylesbury that you spend time in, or 
something new that you would like to see in these areas?
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5. Emerging themes and principles

When residents were asked for their thoughts in regard 
to the Aylesbury Garden Town’s emerging themes and 
principles the overwhelming response was positive. 45% 
agreed and 30% strongly agreed, while only 5% disagreed. 
When asked to comment on the principles, residents were 
mostly interested in how specific details or outcomes 
of the masterplanning project would be achieved and 
maintained. 

Agree
46%

Strongly
agree
30%

Disagree
15%

Strongly
disagree 
5%

No answer
5%

SPECIFIC COMMENTS INCLUDED: 

• “… It’s spot on!”
• “Plenty of aims - lack of specific proposals on how to 

achieve them”
• “Look to the future and how to ensure the upkeep”
• “Long term timescale essential focus for sound 

strategies”

Do you agree with these emerging themes and principles?
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6. Community stewardship

Community stewardship (where local people take 
responsibility for overseeing and maintaining local assets) is 
a key focus for garden towns. We asked residents to provide 
local examples and in addition residents commented more 
generally on community stewardship.   

SPECIFIC COMMENTS INCLUDED: SUGGESTED EXAMPLES: 

• “More access and initiatives for local communities 
and even just within street settings, making people 
more empowered to get involved with local projects 
so they can have pride in where they live”

• “Think it is important”
• “Is this realistic? People expect councils to do this, 

so a sense of ownership/empowerment/incentives 
would be needed”

• “This is happening on the new development where 
homeowners are paying for upkeep of public open 
spaces, in some cases the residents carry out the 
work the management company fail to do”

• Friends of Waddesdon Greenway
• “Residents of St Mary’s Square routinely maintain this 

area”
• Balburn Wildlife Trust
• “In Bradford there is the West Bowling Park, where 

people were given pieces of land to grow their own 
produce - similar to allotments”
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EXHIBITION BOARD FEEDBACK

What does a Garden Town mean for Aylesbury?

When asked what a garden town means for Aylesbury, 
24% of comments related to quality and affordable 
development, in terms of both housing and retail and 
reducing sprawling growth. This was closely followed 
by a desire to preserve and enhance green space (16%), 
encouraging sustainable transport solutions (16%), and 
ensuring there is enough services and facilities to support 
current and future growth (16%). 

While the feedback forms provided the opportunity to ask 
residents a variety of different questions about Aylesbury 
Garden Town, the questions on the exhibition boards 
prompted more specific thought on different elements 
of Aylesbury’s future, and allowed for more detailed 
information to be gained on the emerging themes of the 
project. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS INCLUDED: 

• “Design codes for housing and shop fronts”
• “Truly affordable housing needs to be incorporated”
• “A garden town should be green”
• “Consider car clubs, e.g. zip car, automatic only so 

disabled people can utilise. Most people don’t need a 
car all day long, so would free up traffic. Needs to be 
in multiple locations (drop off points)”

• “Schools, GP’s, Community facilities are all needed to 
support the growth”

Quality & affordable development

Enhanced & preserved green space

Sustainable transport

Services & facilities

Roading infrastructure

Protecting heritage features

Holistic approach to growth

Regional transport links

Arts & culture

24%

16%

16%

16%

12%

8%

4%

4%

4%

What does a Garden Town mean for Aylesbury?
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Aylesbury’s Town Centre

The majority (29%) of comments about Aylesbury’s town 
centre referred specifically to a desire for a larger variety 
of shops, including more local or independent shops 
and therefore increasing the individuality and shopping 
experience the town centre offers. Following this, 12% 
of ideas referred to the need to reduce the amount of 
vacant shop or building space in Aylesbury and suggested 
allowing for flexible working space or shelters for homeless 
people. 10% of comments referred to the need for more 
enforcement or maintenance of this area, and something 
that could be considered and factored into the future 
planning. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS INCLUDED: 

• “Something unique! Pop-up shops, independent 
shops like the old underground market”

• “Reduce business rates – encourage new businesses 
or people won’t come”

• “Use the empty units / office spaces to house the 
homeless”

• “Important to take care and maintain all of town 
especially the new developments”

• “Make the town centre more accessible for those in 
wheelchairs – cobbles etc make it difficult”

• “Bring back the tourist information office and make 
history more visible”

More variety & independent shops

Flexible use of vacant buildings

Enforcement & maintenance

Accessible for all

Transport & tourist information

Address homelessness

Reduce business rates

Quality building design

Preserve & celebrate heritage features

Traffic flow

Cycle routes into town

Bus service improvements

Parking provision

Other

Collaboration & partnership

29%

12%

10%

7%

7%

7%

3%

3%

3%

3%

3%

3%

3%

3%

2%

Thoughts on Aylesbury town centre
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Aylesbury’s Town Centre

Residents were invited to put a sticky dot on a map of the 
town centre and share their favourite spots and/or places 
they feel need improvement. Key areas that residents feel 
need improvement were apparent, those being the High 
Street, the bus station, Hale Leys shopping centre and the 
public space on Kingsbury Avenue. In terms of favourite 
local spots, popular locations included Vale Park, Market 
Square, the Waterside Theatre, Queens Park Arts Centre 
and the Limehouse Theatre. It could be gathered that these 
responses show a support for local facilities and amenities, 
while recognising that public spaces need enhancement.  
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Aylesbury’s Green Spaces

Feedback in response to Aylesbury’s green spaces was 
generally positive, with many presenting suggestions for 
how existing spaces could be enhanced. Improving brooks 
and the canal side were raised, as well as a splash park 
being a popular comment. Therefore space to enjoy and 
see water can be considered a popular theme. Enhancing 
or creating green spaces within or around the town centre 
was also raised by some residents, allowing for people to 
enjoy nature during their lunch break or while they are 
shopping. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS INCLUDED: 

• “Brook by Buckingham Park would be lovely if 
enhanced and river cleared”

• “We could have a splash park near where Aqua Vale 
is – where the green space is”

• “Extend and improve the canal towpath eastbound 
past Broughton. Install lighting on path closer to 
Waterside Theatre”

• “Green “corridors” for lunchtime walks to help people 
get active”

• “More green buildings & ornamental planting in 
town centre”

Improve the brook and canalside

Splash park

Green space in the town centre

Other

Seating in parks

Dog park

Green buildings

Gardens

Accessible by public transport

Extend & improve the canal towpath

Seperated cycle paths

Environmentally focussed design

13%

13%

13%

13%

6%

6%

6%

6%

6%

6%

6%

6%

Thoughts on Aylesbury’s town centre
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Aylesbury’s Green Spaces

Residents were invited to put a sticky dot on a map of 
Aylesbury and share their favourite green spaces, as well as 
opportunities for new green spaces and others that could 
be improved. Meadowcroft Green Space was identified as 
a green space that needed improvement, as well as areas 
near Canal Park. Opportunities for new green spaces were 
largely identified around the town centre, in parallel with 
the feedback stated earlier. 

In addition to this, residents were invited to share what 
type of green space they would like to see most in future 
Aylesbury. Canal side walks, outdoor gyms, woodlands, free 
play areas and urban parks all proved most popular with 
ten or more sticky dots. 
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Sustainable Transport

The sustainable transport exhibition board prompted 
residents to share their comments and ideas in regard to 
more sustainable transport options for future Aylesbury, 
with a particular focus on walking and cycling. 42% of 
comments reflected this, showing strong support for 
pedestrian and cycle routes connecting the town centre 
and wider areas. However, 34% of comments still related 
to addressing roading/vehicular infrastructure, and in 
particular making this a priority before further growth 
occurs, as well as reducing congestion and establishing a 
ring road.  Finally, 24% of comments were focussed on the 
public transport system and how it could be extended and 
enhanced to better serve the different residential areas 
around Aylesbury, both new and existing.

SPECIFIC COMMENTS INCLUDED: 

• “Family friendly cycle routes through and around 
town are needed”

• “What about an orbital cycle way & upgrade of canal 
path for cycles”

• “Cycling education for all ages – particularly 11+”
• “Park & Ride for public transport and cycle ways”
• “Build the road infrastructure first before any more 

housing developments”
• “Too many sets of traffic lights! Build a ring road!”
• “Buses finish around 18.00 hours so not very useful 

for London commuters returning from train stations. 
Improve the buses to connect with the trains”

• “Create an Aylesbury wide bus ticket / pass – like an 
Oyster card”

Pedestrian & cycling 
facilities
42%

Roading & vehicular 
infrastructure
34%

Public transport
23%

Thoughts on sustainable transport
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Sustainable Transport

Again, residents were encouraged to share their thoughts 
by drawing on, or using sticky dots for specific locations on 
the transport map. The Waddesdon Greenway and eastern 
canal route were both identified as favourite routes, as well 
as ones people would like to see improved/introduced. 
The old railway line east of Aylesbury, south of Bierton was 
identified as a potential walking and cycling route also. 
Walking routes to the north west of the town centre were 
also highlighted as needing to be improved or introduced. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS (ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE): 

• “Definitely very concerned about the present volume 
of traffic on A41 & A418. How is this going to be 
improved with more housing and development?”

• “Tring Road is not fit for purpose. Horrendous rush 
hour traffic. Needs changing (no traffic lights  - bring 
back roundabouts) or you need a bypass route”

• “The new junction by Kingsbrook/ Stocklake is a 
fatality waiting to happen. Change it now!”

• “Transport interchange. New link road from A418 
Oxford Road to A41 Bicester”
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Pedestrian friendly town centre

More green space and places to 
sit in the town centre

Walking & cycling path along 
canal to Arla

We need a complete bypass  - 
ring road. From Arla to the north 
of town?

Vale Park is a great green space but 
there is not enough to do with chil-
dren - could have a splash park

Kingsbury (Square) area could 
have a splash park/outdoor 
sandpit

Vale Park floods - need to think 
about environmental design

Improve towpath/canal cycleways to Brought-
on, Aston Clinton, Tring and beyond

Congestion on Tring Road. Bring 
back roundabouts or create a by-
pass route

Kingsbury/Stocklake intersection a 
fatality waiting to happen.

Park and ride buses around Arla to 
keep traffic out of townMake more use of the great space cre-

ated at the canal basin by the theatre

Ensure Hampden Fields is well con-
nected to Bedgrove with foot ways 
and cycle paths

More roundabouts or lights on Wend-
over Road to allow access to/from 
Elm Farm and Stoke Grange

Canal path by Tesco floods - better main-
tenance needed

More independent shops and 
places to eat in the town centre

Thame Road cycle path could 
be better maintained

Need increased lighting on the canal 
path by the Waterside Theatre

Jet Way cycle path shares the road 
with cars along Stoke Road/Man-
deville Road and is dangerous

Consider parking provision for new 
developments e.g. the Exhange Street 
flats. 

Front of the train station feels 
unsafe in the dark

Could have boats or peddleboats 
to rent on Watermead Lake

Safe cycle route along the 
A41

Brook by Buckingham Park would be 
lovely if enhanced and river cleared

Chiltern Railways could run more 
services from Aylesbury Vale Park-
way and a park and ride could be 
established

Better train links to Milton Keynes and 
Oxford and faster trains to London

The Edie (Edinbugh?) Park could 
be improved

Create a link road from the A418 
to the A41 to Biscester

Concerned about the amount of 
traffic on the A41 & A418. How is 
this going to be improved with 
more housing and development?

Public realm in front of  Waitrose could be 
redesigned with flowers, trees and seating 

The map on the right shows 
some of the location-specific 
comments selected from 
both the feedback forms and 
exhibition boards.

LOCATION-SPECIFIC 
COMMENTS
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OVERALL KEY FINDINGS NEXT STEPS

The findings of this report will inform the draft 
Masterplan that is currently being developed. It is 
anticipated that the draft Masterplan will be available 
for public consultation in 2019. 

• The people and community of Aylesbury are considered 
what makes the town particularly special

• Aylesbury’s history and heritage features throughout 
the town are considered important to preserve and 
celebrate in the town centre

• Sustainable Transport, in particular walking and cycling 
connectivity from outer residential areas into the town 
centre, are desirable

• Enhanced and extended public transport services are 
considered necessary to reduce car use

• While sustainable transport options are favourable, 
many residents stressed the importance of addressing 
the existing road and vehicular transport systems to be 
able to reduce congestion

• Protecting and enhancing current green and open space 
provision, particularly along the canals, is a high priority 
for residents, as well as creating more green spaces 
within the town centre

• Outdoor play activities for children and young people 
are desirable, and particularly a splash park

• A clear desire for more variety of shopping and activities 
available in the town centre, and in particular a focus on 
encouraging local and independent shops

• Finally, enabling flexible use of vacant building space 
within the town centre. 



Aylesbury Garden Town


